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I. THE MUSLIM JEWISH CONFERENCE

As young activists, aware of each others faith, we refuse to further inherit a reality of 
conflict. We call upon religious, social and political leaders to act in both, a personal 
and a collective capacity in order to promote a debate which is respectful, nuanced 
and based on common ground in the perspectives of both sides. Recognizing that 
religious rhetoric is often used to inflame conflicts, religious leaders bear a special 
responsibility in seeking paths towards quelling the flames and bringing conflict to an 
end.  We urge religious leaders to maximize their  communal platforms to publicly 
advocate  a  discourse  of  religious  tolerance,  inclusivity  and  shared  dialogue, 
demonstrated by support for interfaith initiatives. We further more urge youth to take 
its  place,  keeping  the  dialogue  between  the  communities  alive  and  to  seize  the 
momentum that was created within this first annual Muslim Jewish Conference 2010. 

The  Muslim  Jewish  Conference  and  its  supporters  are  determined  to  continue 
establishing a new language of respect,  to  keep on working productively on joint 
approaches to difficult issues and to stay alive as a platform linking together those 
who seek to make a difference. 

The Muslim Jewish Conference 2010 was our first step from possibility to reality. 
Sixty young men and women from twenty-five countries, arriving from four different 
continents, walked this path together with us.

We proudly present our first joint declaration, written together by Muslim and Jewish 
youth:
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II. COMBATING ISLAMOPHOBIA AND ANTI-
SEMITISM

1. Preamble

The world of today is wrought with inter-religious and intercultural tensions to the 
extent of hatred. As young leaders, professionals, activists and students, we find this 
reality unacceptable and wish to emphasize the potential within our communities to 
eradicate these tensions by listening to and understanding each others’ differences. 
Our  collective  experiences  at  the  Muslim Jewish  Conference  have  taught  us  that 
openness towards each other will develop into respect, appreciation and friendship. 

In our committee, young people from various backgrounds, beliefs and nationalities 
came together to invent a better future. We explored two forms of hatred that plague 
our world: Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism. We found the aforesaid are the results of 
an acute lack of awareness and the manipulation of facts at all levels of state and 
society. We identified common grounds between our communities and faiths in order 
to address specific problems on the universal, community and individual level.

We assert the inherent dignity and equality of all human beings and are devoted to 
working  towards  a  society  without  prejudice  and  resentment  that  is  respectful  of 
diversity.  

We recognize that tensions, negative sentiments, latent and open conflicts between the 
Muslim and the Jewish communities as well as between them and other communities 
are present.

We are convinced that many of the current problems that our communities  face come 
as a result of a lack of mutual respect, unwillingness within communities to reach out 
to the “other”, absence of knowledge, imbalance of power and access to resources, 
social inequality, misuse of religion for political purposes and ineffective or negative 
communication between communities.

We affirm the right to critical evaluation of Jewish or Islamic religious concepts and 
their social effects,  and are conscious about the existence of important differences 
between the two phenomena. Moreover, we recognize that Islamophobia and Anti-
Semitism  do  not  necessarily  make  explicit  mention  of  Muslims  and  Jews,  nor 
exclusively target people who regard themselves as such.

For the purpose of our collective declaration, we have used the following definitions 
of Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia as currently accepted in the international sphere:
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Anti-Semitism 
“Anti-Semitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred 
toward  Jews.  Rhetorical  and physical  manifestations  of  anti-semitism are  directed 
toward  Jewish  or  non-Jewish  individuals  and/or  their  property,  toward  Jewish 
community institutions and religious facilities.” In addition, such manifestations could 
also  target  the  state  of  Israel,  conceived  as  a  Jewish  collectivity.  Anti-Semitism 
frequently charges Jews with conspiring to harm humanity, and it is often used to 
blame Jews for “why things go wrong.” It  is  expressed in  speech,  writing,  visual 
forms and action, and employs sinister stereotypes and negative character traits. Anti-
Semitic acts are criminal when they are so defined by law (for example, denial of the 
Holocaust or distribution of Anti-Semitic materials in some countries).1

Islamophobia 
This  definition,  from the  1997 document  'Islamophobia:  A Challenge  For  Us All' 
published by the Runnymede Trust, is widely accepted, including by the European 
Monitoring  Centre  on  Racism and  Xenophobia.  The  eight  components  identified 
within  Islamophobia  are  that  Islam  is  seen  as  a  monolithic  bloc,  static  and 
unresponsive to change. Islam is seen as separate and 'other'. It does not have values 
in common with other cultures, is not affected by them and does not influence them. 
Islam is seen as inferior to the West. It is seen as barbaric, irrational, primitive and 
sexist. Islam is seen as violent, aggressive, threatening, supportive of terrorism and 
engaged in a 'clash of civilizations’. Islam is seen as a political ideology and is used 
for political or military advantage. Criticisms made of the West by Islam are rejected 
out of hand. Hostility towards Islam is used to justify discriminatory practices towards 
Muslims and exclusion of Muslims from mainstream society. And lastly, anti-Muslim 
hostility is seen as natural or normal.2

We find Anti-Semitism to be the prejudice, discrimination or hatred towards anything 
perceived as Jewish.  It  exists  or is  manifested on a personal,  community,  state or 
international  level.  Furthermore  we  understand  Islamophobia  as  the  fear-induced 
prejudice, discrimination or hatred towards anything perceived as Muslim or Islamic, 
that  is  manifested  on  a  personal,  community,  state  or  international  level.

The issues of Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism are not about Islam or Judaism – they 
are about Islamophobes and anti-Semites. Hence, we believe that some of the focus 
needs to be diverted to communities other than the Muslim and Jewish one. On the 
other hand, methods and techniques must be found and identified to help elimitate 
Anti-Semitism within Muslim communities and Islamophobia within the Jewish one.

Our experience at the Muslim Jewish Conference made it evident that intercultural 
and interfaith communication and interaction are crucial components of combating 
Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. Therefore, we propose the following Declaration of 
the  MJC  committee  on  combating  Islamophobia  and  Anti-Semitism,  presenting 
recommendations and guidelines that we deem essential to foster a better common 
future.

1  http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/material/pub/AS/AS-WorkingDefinition-draft.pdf
2  http://www.islamophobia-watch.com/islamophobia-a-definition
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DECLARATION

2. Core Problems Identified

Use of religion for political purposes
There is widespread acceptance of Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism in the political 
sphere as  a  legitimate  part  of  reality.  This  ranges  from the  failure  of  mainstream 
parties to stand up against  the radical  fringe to parties’ subliminal endorsement of 
Islamophobic and Anti-Semitic agendas and in some cases to an official endorsement 
of  Anti-Semitism  and  Islamophobia  as  part  of  the  ruling  ideology  by  public 
authorities.

Lack of responsibility and accountability
There is a lack of empathy and initiative within civil societies to stop and prevent 
manifestations of Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism. Voters do not hold their elected 
representatives accountable enough for Islamophobic or Anti-semitic sentiments. The 
rule of law is underutilized by the civil society as a democratic tool in order to combat 
Islamophobia as well as Anti -Semitism.

Communication
There is a widespread absence of communication between the Muslim and Jewish 
communities and their surrounding societies. Mainstream media often offers biased 
and polarized representation of the Muslim and Jewish communities and seeks out 
and  sensationalizes  negative  news.  This  aids   in  perpetuating  Anti-Semitism  and 
Islamophobia on an individual, community, or/and state and interstate level.

National legislation
Recent legislation that is being introduced in several countries worldwide to place 
limits  on the practice of religion in  public  spaces  contributes  to the escalation of 
tensions between communities.  In other countries, the use of legislation as a way to 
protect citizens against Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism is absent or underutilized. 

Individuals  and  communities  are  often  unwilling  to  collaborate  and  interact 
respectfully. It is necessary to raise interest and to actively engage on an individual, 
community and universal level in meaningful exchange and dialogue and contribute 
to broadening and deepening the knowledge about each other. 
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3. Universal Recommendations

We urge governing bodies, global organizations and people all over the world to take 
on responsibility for maintaining universal welfare, sustainable peace, understanding, 
and interconnectedness between communities within a wider society;

We call upon governing bodies, global organizations, and people all over the world to 
be  conscious  of  the  fact  that  religious  and  political  symbols  should  be  used 
responsibly; 

We call upon governing bodies, global organizations, and people all over the world to 
protect personal rights and freedoms; 

We urge governing bodies and global organizations, and people all over the world to 
promote equality while recognizing and celebrating diversity;

We encourage governing bodies  and global  organizations,  and people all  over  the 
world to protect religion from being used for political manipulation;

We recommend governing bodies, global organizations and people all over the world 
to demand media organizations to highlight positive intercultural and inter-religious 
initiatives.

We call upon governing bodies, global organizations and people all over the world to 
provide universally comparative religious education to spread awareness, knowledge 
and contact with different communities of this world, respecting a different faith. 

3.1 Suggestions for Action

The MJC committee recommends to:

Provide sufficient security to places of worship.

Allow all individuals to celebrate their respective religious holidays at their places of 
work.

Organize civil action to monitor and hold accountable political representatives who 
endorse and incite Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia.

Create a network to support activism, advocacy, and the promotion of positive news, 
results,  progress, and successes in inter-religious, and inter-community cooperation 
into the mainstream traditional and online media worldwide.
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4. Community Recommendations

We call upon communities to recognize that Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia exist 
within and between Muslim, Jewish, secular, and other communities;

We encourage  inter-religious  education  initiatives  that  bring together  teachers  and 
students from different communities

We  endorse  the  establishment  of  community  based  media  cooperation  to  ensure 
responsible reporting;

We recommend that communities reach out to other groups and their members for 
participation in communal activities and religious practices;

We  strongly  recommend  collaboration  on  legal  issues  that  affect  different 
communities;

We endorse an ongoing dialogue amongst communities within and across national 
borders;

We encourage communities to promote an atmosphere of inter-communal solidarity 
based on trust, empathy and understanding;

4.1 Suggestions for Action

The MJC committee recommends:
Reaching out  to  the members  of one’s own and other  communities,  as  it  is  most 
effective in teams composed of activists hailing from a diverse religious background 
such as the Muslim-Jewish collaboration “Lines of Faith”.

Interreligious collaboration at the level of small businesses, as it already exists and 
can be expanded beyond its original scope.

Invitations to visit places of worship and other religious establishments, which should 
be extended to other religious groups.

To  Muslim and Jewish  fundraisers  to  collaborate  in  raising  funds  for  projects  of 
common interest, such as aiding those affected by natural disasters;

To advocate for legal rights effecting religious freedoms and practice.

Sustained long-term action-oriented dialogues, such as the twinning of local places of 
worship in order to facilitate on-going programming. 
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5. Personal Recommendations
We encourage each individual to actively engage in reducing and combating prejudice 
and discrimination when encountering it. 

We emphasize the necessity to critically question information received through media, 
educational and social channels 

We encourage people to be open-minded and to make an effort to understand and 
teach.

We call for responsiveness, openness to conflicting ideas and values, critical thinking, 
questioning one’s own values, embracing and nurturing universal human values and 
beliefs.

We strongly recommend the utilization and reinforcement  of  formal  and informal 
avenues to express personal beliefs. 

We reaffirm the need for mutual respect on a personal level.

We  support  individual  efforts  to  resolve  contentious  issues  within  and  between 
communities.

5.1 Suggestions for Action

The MJC committee recommends:

Individual  interaction  through  sharing  religious  celebrations  such  as  the  Passover 
Meal , Iftar, Shabbat Dinner or Eid.

For Muslims and Jews to take part in charitable acts together.

Further collaboration between Muslim and Jewish organizations such as the Muslim 
Students Association and Hillel in order to provide individuals with opportunities to 
interact aside from the annual Muslim Jewish Conference.
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III. EDUCATION

1. Preamble

The Muslim Jewish relationship is unique, with a rich and complex history. Although 
there  are  many  religious,  cultural,  and  historic  similarities  between  Muslims  and 
Jews, they are too often overshadowed by political conflicts and growing polarization. 
The situation in the Middle East affects the way Jews and Muslims perceive and relate 
to  one  another  throughout  the  world.  Marginalizing  the  “other”  is  a  universal 
phenomenon  and  is  especially  problematic  in  the  Muslim  -  Jewish  context.  In 
addition, stereotypes and misconceptions regarding history, traditions, and beliefs, can 
be detrimental to peace. The critical examination of misconceptions of the “other” is 
often  neither  encouraged  nor  taught.  Finally,  the  absence  of  positive  encounters, 
formal  and  informal,  between  Muslims  and  Jews,  especially  on  the  youth  level, 
strengthens prejudices and dividing lines.

Education  is  an  endeavour  in  which  prejudices,  fears  and  ignorance  about  other 
cultures, religions and traditions can be confronted. At a time when globalization is 
increasing the exposure between people, it is urgently important to foster intercultural 
and interfaith education, to improve perceptions of the other.
Focusing  on  history,  arts  and  personal  encounters  in  intercultural  and  interfaith 
education, can be highly effective in promoting respect and understanding amongst 
Muslims  and  Jews.  However,  this  approach  should  consider  the  complexities  of 
different geographical and socio-cultural factors. 

Ultimately, education should generate mutual understanding and reverence instead of 
deepening divisions and fear between cultures, ethnicities and religions.
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DECLARATION

2. Historical Education

History  has  an  impact  on  self-perception  and  the  perception  of  others.  History 
education  has  the  power  to  both  fuel  conflicts  and  forge  mutual  understanding. 
Therefore,  it  is  important  to  critically  analyze  conflicting  historical  narratives.  In 
addition, we must teach the skills to critically analyze history. 

2.1. Institutional Recommendations

Facilitators should be trained in cultural sensitivity in order to be familiar with the 
nuances of the specific cultures and traditions they are working with.

Revising Narratives

The MJC Education committee recommends:

Including minority’s history in the curricula of the public school education system 
(e.g. teaching Egyptian students about the unbiased history of the Jews in Egypt, both 
ancient and modern,  and conversely teaching Israeli  students an unbiased regional 
Arab history).

Adding  materials  to  complement  existing  textbooks  in  order  to  focus  on  and  to 
address different narratives.

Establishing local and open academic research institutes to conduct textbook research 
and to engage in textbook revision to eliminate alienation (e.g. Georg Eckert institute 
for textbook research in Braunschweig, Germany).

Including  comparative  elements  in  history  curricula  (e.g.  comparing  different 
countries’ textbooks on a specific topic).

Using  the  encounter-model  to  vector  a  personal  and  emotional  approach  towards 
history (e.g. bringing witnesses, representatives of communities,etc. to talk about their 
experience).

Vienna, Austria - MUSLIM JEWISH CONFERENCE

August 1-6, 2010
11 of 29



Developing Skills

While we acknowledge that teaching history is not allways an objective process , we 
recommend supporting competency based training programs in the formal education 
system, which will enable students to approach history in a critical manner.

We recommend teaching critical appraisal skills, which can be applied to evaluating 
the  quality  of  media  sources.  This  is  a  lifelong  learning  tool,  which  will  equip 
students with the ability to continually re-evaluate new information they read in the 
media and elsewhere.

2.2. Project Recommendations

A pluralistic approach to history can also be utilized outside of the classroom. The 
following recommendations apply to both large and small communities equally.

The MJC Education committee recommends:

Developing  intercultural  tutorships,  where  educators  from one  community mentor 
students on specific topics from another community.

Supporting existing projects and the further development of initiatives, which bring 
together Jewish and Muslim students for first-hand learning experiences of history 
(e.g.  visits  to  Holocaust  memorial  sites,  Jewish and Islamic  museums,  as  well  as 
mosques and synagogues).

Forming a delegation to encourage the production of children’s books that highlight 
Jewish-Muslim historical and religious narratives. The books could be published as a 
series  that  focus  on specific  groups of  people that  have a  history of conflict.  We 
recommend  these  books  to  be  instituted  into  the  formal  education  system in  the 
regional language(s) as a means of promoting inter-cultural awareness from an early 
age. 

Introducing a compulsory course in comparative religions into High School curricula. 
Alternatively, if there is an existing religious studies class, we recommend reviewing 
the  course  curriculum to  ensure  there  is  sufficient  focus  on  comparing  religious 
histories and traditions.

Creating  joint  studying  opportunities  for  Muslims  and  Jews  in  the  framework  of 
formal  education.  Successful  examples  are  Jewish and Arab schools  in  Israel  that 
facilitate student exchanges and bilingual schools, such as the Max Rayne Hand in 
Hand  School  in  Jerusalem  where  Jewish,  Christian  and  Muslim  children  study 
together in a bilingual and multicultural environment.
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3. Arts in Education

Art is a universal language that can transcend emotional, psychological and physical 
borders.  Muslims  and  Jews  have  similar  artistic  traditions  rooted  in  a  common 
heritage (e.g. the prohibition of depicting God mentioned in both religious traditions). 
Often these similarities go unnoticed.

Art is a tool that can be used in both positive and negative ways, which contribute to 
conceptions of the “other” and identity formation. For example, in Nazi Germany the 
arts were used to demonize and incite hatred towards minority communities. On the 
other  hand,  the  arts  have  also  been  used  to  foster  understanding  between 
communities.

Accordingly, we have identified two main ways that art can be used within formal and 
informal  educational  settings  to  foster  tolerance  and  peace  amongst  Jews  and 
Muslims. 

Art can be used to teach the “other’s” narrative while challenging preconceptions.
Furthermore,  arts  dedicated  to  the  divine  can  provide  a  means  for  followers  of 
differing faiths to connect and respect each others spirituality

3.1 Methodologies

A) Teaching Narratives & Challenging Preconceptions through Art

Through encounters with the other’s art it is possible to educate students about other 
narratives in a manner that is both accessible and engaging. For example, literature, 
cinematography, and music from the “other” culture, enables students to empathize 
with those they normally do not  interact  with.  Cultivating an appreciation for the 
“other”  and  their  narrative  helps  to  challenge  preconceptions  and  deconstruct 
stereotypes.

A film such as “The Band’s Visit” (Israel 2007), which portrays a simple human story 
of  overcoming  prejudices  and  fears  through  personal  interaction,  can  serve  as  a 
catalyst  for  students  to  see  the  human in  the  “other.”  Such films  can  be used  to 
identify and address stereotypes.

Art can be used to spark debate and critical analysis, but should be used cautiously to 
respect the sensitivities related to the particular art piece. We therefore recommend, 
starting this form of encounter with less controversial artworks to build a basis of trust 
for constructive discussion.
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B) Bonding through Religious Expressions in Art

Jewish and Muslim sacred art have stylistic similarities, which allow us to appreciate 
each other’s  humanity,  culture,  and traditions.  Creating a  safe space for observant 
Jews and Muslims, who are often considered less inclined to engage in intercultural 
dialogue, to meet and experience each other’s religious music and sacred texts, can 
help develop mutual respect and understanding for each other.

In a formal educational setting this could be achieved by incorporating the sacred 
poetry, liturgy or music of the “other” in a literature, art or music class. For example, 
Rumi’s poetry of could be brought into a literature class in a Jewish school, allowing 
students  to  learn  and  appreciate  Sufism’s  approach  to  the  divine.  Creating 
opportunities for Muslims and Jews to enjoy music together,in an informal setting, 
helps to create formative experiences for both.

3.2 Challenges of Using the Arts in Education & Solutions

A few fundamental  challenges  in  using  the  arts  in  education  to  foster  peace  and 
tolerance are time, priorities, and expertise.

Time 
Time  set  aside  for  education  and  especially  humanities  is  limited  and  is  usually 
devoted to a set curriculum that teachers are required to cover. It is often difficult for 
schools to provide extra time for teaching alternative or additional narratives. One 
way of confronting this issue is to integrate intercultural education using the arts into 
pre-existing subjects, without holding a separate class, i.e. literature, history, etc.

Priorities 
Teachers might be sceptical about the value of teaching other narratives when their 
students are not fully versed in their own. To make intercultural education through 
arts  a  priority,  there  is  a  need  to  cultivate  sensibility  among  policy  makers  and 
educators through workshops and teacher trainings.

Expertise 
It might be difficult for teachers to teach other narratives if they are not well versed in 
those  narratives  themselves.  Therefore,  teacher  training  is  crucial  and  so  is  the 
development and dissemination of curricula using arts  as a  methodology to foster 
multiculturalism.
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3.3 Project Recommendations within Formal Education

The MJC Education committee recommends:

Integrating the arts of the “other” into pre-existing curricula and classes. 

Allocating  time  and  space  in  schools  for  art  exhibitions,  performances,  and 
workshops.

Inviting artists from diverse backgrounds, and artists who are working on intercultural 
topics, for residencies in schools and to partake in the school’s art activities.

Using  dramatic  arts  in  schools  as  well  as  external  theatre  groups  as  a  tool  for 
spreading  awareness  of  the  importance  of  empathy and  consideration  of  multiple 
viewpoints.  By playing  the role  of  the  other,  its  perspectives  and feelings  can be 
explored and to a certain degree experienced.

Conducting teacher training workshops, which both equip educators with the skills to 
facilitate intercultural education and deconstruct the teachers’ own prejudices.

Lobbying  educational  authorities  to  integrate  intercultural  education  into  school 
systems through the arts.

3.4 Project Recommendations within Informal Education

The MJC Education committee recommends:

Translating literary and cinematic works into the languages of the “other.”

Creating an “arts bus” that is equipped with materials relating to intercultural arts 
education.  Facilitators  on  the  bus  will  coordinate  encounters  with  artwork  from 
diverse cultures (perhaps to remote and underprivileged communities). This idea can 
be supported by the success of other projects that use a mobile facility as a way to 
deliver education.

Organizing film, music, literature festivals or fairs embracing the “other’s” culture 
(for example a Muslim Film Festival in Israel).

Creating Internet platforms that give access to the arts in various languages, enabling 
users from different faiths to engage with each other’s culture. These websites should 
also  make  available  educational  curricula  for  educators  regarding  the  practice  of 
teaching multiculturalism.

Creating mixed community centers for both Muslims and Jews in order to promote 
understanding. These centers will focus on Muslim and Jewish culture, celebrating 
commonalities, honoring differences and facilitating dialogue.
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4. Encounter Based Education

Concentrated efforts should be devoted to incorporating encounter-based education 
into  formal  and  informal  educational  settings.  There  is  intrinsic  value  in  forging 
personal, direct engagement with people of other religious persuasions and cultures. 
direct personal encounter provides an opportunity for humanizing the “other“, thus 
potentially reducing misconceptions and providing opportunities for reassessing one’s 
perspectives and attitudes.

Encounter is significant in two key ways:

It is a platform for exchange of ideas and for discussion of substantive issues.

The very act of encountering is of independent, intrinsic value as it gives a human 
face to the “other.”

Each individual is a conglomeration of varied elements, which compose his or her 
identity (religion, nationality, gender etc.). We refer to these as circles of belonging. 
These circles of belonging together  construct  a complex map of identity which is 
unique to each individual and may help both in maintaining a coherent self as well as 
situating one’s identity vis-à-vis  their  own community and others.  When fostering 
connections between people of different faiths, various circles should be addressed.

The following guidelines outline our aim to support participants in learning about the 
“other,” breaking stereotypes and misperceptions based on first-hand experience. This 
approach acknowledges the multifaceted identity that people have and it is a step in 
the direction toward genuine acquaintance between people as complex identities as 
opposed  to  mere  carriers  of  tradition.  Understanding  can  be  fostered  through  the 
process of trust-building with the “other” even when the more contentious elements 
are not directly tackled.

Encounter  activities  should  be  done  continuously,  in  order  for  the  encounter 
experience  not  to  be  an  isolated  one,  and  to  allow  development  of  the  process 
overtime.
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4.1 Project Recommendations

The MJC Education committee recommends:

Pursuing  academic  exchange  between  Jewish  and  Muslim  religious  studies  and 
classes in universities and colleges. This exchange could manifest in the form of joint 
projects focusing on interreligious studies.

Encouraging academic institutions to support research in encounter-based education 
models for Muslim-Jewish student groups. This could be done in the civic society 
sector or in a professional context. Research could lead to developing new models of 
encounter-based education, or could bring together existing groups.  

Supporting professional institutions that promote intercultural exchange. For example, 
the Canadian International Scientific Exchange Program (CISEPO) uses a model of 
“Health as a Bridge to Peace”. This model can be applied to a variety of professional 
contexts in which a universal value is identified within or between groups of people 
and used to facilitate cooperation.

Providing insight into the religion and traditional family life of the “other“ by inviting 
students to partake in each other’s religious events. This would preferably take place 
in the homes of host families, but also within religious institutions and alternative 
community  spaces.  This  idea  could  equally  be  implemented  in  cooperation  with 
schools as well as external structures, and would be a tool for bridge building between 
communities that otherwise lack opportunity for regular encounter.
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4.2 Facilitation

Professional  facilitators  should  be  present  to  enable  successful  encounters.  It  is 
essential  for facilitators to have experience working with multicultural  groups and 
have the following core skills, to both model and transfer to participants:

Cultural Sensitivity 
To be able to minimize sensitivities due to cultural differences (for instance, being 
aware of gender-sensitive considerations in a diverse groups)

Dialogue/Communication Skills 
Such as intentional listening, reflection, mirroring, etc.

Establish a Safe Environment 
As an effective encounter can only take place in a comfortable environment for all 
participants, it is the facilitator’s responsibility to nurture the develop such a place, if 
it does not already exist.

An Enabling Approach 
Meaning,  the process is  group oriented and not about the facilitator.  For instance, 
while facilitators should not mask themselves from participants, they should be able 
and willing to put their personal opinions aside in order to facilitate a process for the 
participants, and share their view primarily if they believe it will aid the process.

Ownership 
Participating communities must feel that they can take ownership over the encounter 
process.  This  ownership  will  help  participants  feel  that  they  can  influence  the 
dialogue process.
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IV.THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA

1. Preamble

The media plays  a  significant  role  in fostering ties  within and our  perceptions  of 
society. Traditional and new media (including social media and social networking) 
play a significant role in shaping our understanding of “the other”. Unfortunately, we 
agree that at times the irresponsible use of media may promote unjust paradigms and 
fuel  conflict.  We  present  both  specific  project-based  and  general  institutional 
recommendations on how language and access barriers may be overcome by media 
strategies that can contribute to a greater Muslim Jewish dialogue. Technology-based 
media that may easily cross borders and distances should serve as a central channel of 
communication between Jews and Muslims worldwide. Such media initiatives should 
lead the way by using modern communication technologies to create and stabilize 
dialogue and to build  bridges of understanding between Muslims and Jews in the 
world.  The delegates of this committee commit to the creation of Jewish-Muslim 
interfaith initiatives that encourage open and constructive dialogue.  

The role of media, affecting the beliefs, values, perceptions and actions of individuals 
and societies is undeniable. Traditional media, new media, social media and social 
networking play a significant role in shaping our understanding of “the other”. The 
media is perceived as a reflection of society and is therefore a critical instrument in 
either fostering or compromising relations between Jewish and Muslim communities.
 
 The bridge-building capacity of the increased scope and accessibility of new media 
carries a substantial dimension of responsibility. Irresponsible use of media may cause 
de-contextualized and uncorroborated information that often shapes paradigms, and 
may cause conflict.
 
The wilful distortion of information for the purpose of influencing the perceptions and 
attitudes of the public is an example of misusing the media. Negative propaganda is 
often  used  as  a  platform  for  political  manipulation,  generating  stereotypes  and 
creating partialities. 

Language  and  access  barriers  may  be  overcome  by  media  strategies  that  can 
contribute to a greater Muslim Jewish dialogue. 

Negative propaganda,  can be overcome, by taking proper action.  It  is the duty of 
media  professionals  to  adhere  to  the  highest  ethical  and  moral  standards  while 
providing information that is sourced, nuanced, and considerate of the perspective of 
“the other.” It is the responsibility of consumers to approach the media critically and 
act in order to correct bias as it appears. 
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Technology based media that may easily cross borders and distances should serve as a 
central  mode  of  communication  between Jews  and Muslims  globally.  Faced with 
political  boundaries  that  often  do  not  allow  a  meeting  point,  Information  and 
Communication Technology (ICT) can facilitate the search for a common ground and 
offer a platform for dialogue and cooperation. However, such a platform, can only be 
created once the means of media are free and available for all. Hence, the MJC Media 
Committee believes that more effort should be expended, creating an accessible, free, 
and  global  platform for  dialogue  by securing  the  free  and uncensored  use  of  the 
Internet and by acting against  those who seek to limit it.   In these modern times, 
where technology provides people with means to build bridges between nation-states, 
cultures, and individuals, any attempt to destruct the free flow of information is an 
affront to basic human rights.
 
Media and technology should lead the way by creating and stabilizing dialogue and 
by  building  bridges  of  understanding  between  Muslims  and  Jews  throughout  the 
world.  Initiatives to strengthen and enhance such a dialogue sustainably should be 
created and fostered, while boundaries that prevent such dialogue should be contested 
and removed. 

We commit to the creation of Jewish-Muslim interfaith initiatives that encourage open 
and  constructive  dialogue.  We  commit  to  serving  as  emissaries  to  our  own 
communities by implementing the spirit of this preamble.
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DECLARATION

2. Institutional Recommendations

The MJC Media committee:

Identifies  the  essential  function  of  schools  and  educational  institutions  in  the 
development of critical thinking skills needed for discerning analysis of information 
distributed via the media;

Urges  religious,  social  and  political  leaders  to  maximize  communal  platforms  by 
publicly  supporting  interfaith  initiatives  and  promoting  a  discourse  of  religious 
tolerance, inclusivity and shared dialogue; 

Further invites community leaders to regularly convene, address matters of mutual 
concern and offer information to counter negative propaganda;

Encourages both Jewish and Muslim communal institutions and community centres to 
collaborate  cross-culturally  to  combat  issues  of  discrimination  and  bias  that 
destabilize  dialogue  and  mutual  understanding  between  them.  Communal  media 
outlets  such  as  radio  and print  media  have  a  responsibility  to  present  a  nuanced 
account of sensitive issues that promote balanced perspectives; 

Calls upon the media to provide a fair platform for community voices, and not default 
to only extremist views alone, in the interest of sensationalism;

Demands  that  existing  telecommunication  regulatory  bodies  and  governmental 
authorities establish global standardised guidelines to safeguard the media from being 
misused as a tool of incitement, without compromising freedom of expression;

Invites journalists from all media outlets to come together in a summit to exchange 
cultural  experiences  and  promote  cooperation  that  relates  to  Muslim  and  Jewish 
dialogue;

Advises  media  institutions  to  offer  their  personnel  training  regarding  sensitive 
analysis of cultural issues, and award positive incentives to encourage fair coverage.
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3. Project Recommendations

The MJC Media committee:

Proposes  to  establish  and  promote  international  and  local  forums  for  dialogue 
between Muslims and Jews;

Urges media outlets  to  examine information prior  to  publishing in  order  to avoid 
negative  propaganda  and  the  spread  of  potentially  disrespectful  messages  about 
religion,  which  might  be  offensive  to  either  community  without  compromising 
journalistic integrity;

Encourages  more  public  service  announcements  that  promote  awareness  and 
initiatives that promote Muslim Jewish dialogue;

Endorses any programme that raises awareness about the dangers of  negative Internet 
propaganda  and  leading  directly  or  indirectly  to  religious,  racial,  and  ethnic 
intolerance;

Recommends the establishment of on-going cultural exchange programmes between 
the  Muslim and  Jewish  communities  that  allow a  mutually  respectful  and  secure 
environment;

Encourages  local  faith  groups  to  cooperate  on  matters  related  to  Muslim Jewish 
issues;

Promotes any initiative that will increase discussion of Muslim Jewish issues between 
academics and religious scholars;

Proposes to establish Muslim Jewish community-based media that would focus on 
raising  awareness  of  religious  and  cross-cultural  heritage;  and  supports  any  such 
initiatives that already exist (Appendix 1);

Recommends  the  development  of  innovative  methods  of  broadcasting  that  would 
result in constructive dialogue;

Recommends the establishment of training programmes for representatives of Muslim 
and  Jewish  communities  to  actively  promote  and  engage  their  members  to 
communicate;
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Recommends the establishment  of platforms targeting youth to allow Muslim and 
Jewish individuals to exchange their thoughts and ideas related to issues, concerning 
both of them. The Committee believes that  by promoting such programs amongst 
young people, the chances of successfully resolving misunderstandings in the future 
will be improved;

Recommends that regulatory agencies will continuously work towards warning their 
citizens of content that promotes incitement and hate;

Commits  to  promoting  interfaith  cultural  exchange  programs  in  order  to  foster 
Muslim Jewish dialogue;

Expresses  its  hope  for  the  establishment  of  a  project  that  would  monitor  internet 
companies, with user-generated content, whenever any of the subject matter promotes 
hatred or endorses violence; and supports any such initiatives that already exist;

Draws attention to  the lack of effective media training that  would be specifically 
designed for interfaith groups allowing them to better use the media to promote a 
message of dialogue and hope;

Proposes to establish media training focused on interfaith communication that would 
allow for successfully reversing stereotypes  and misperceptions of Muslim Jewish 
relations.

Vienna, Austria - MUSLIM JEWISH CONFERENCE

August 1-6, 2010
23 of 29



4. Personal Recommendations

The MJC Media Committee:

Requests positive initiatives to ensure people use the internet to generate multifaceted 
perspectives rather than narrowed and biased ones;

Further expresses its appreciation of absolute commitment towards addressing and 
challenging  issues  that  directly,  or  indirectly,  destabilize  dialogue  and  mutual 
understanding between Muslims and Jews;

Recognizes  the  diversities,  complexities  and  challenges  ahead faced  by Jews  and 
Muslims alike in understanding one another on matters related to religion,  culture 
and, amongst others, media communication.

New media is  a broad term that  emerged in  the later  part  of the 20th century to 
encompass the incorporation of traditional media such as film, images, music, and the 
spoken  and  written  word.  It  offers  the  interactive  power  of  Information  and 
Communications  Technology  (ICT),  computer-enabled  consumer  devices  and  the 
Internet.  New media enables “on-demand access“ to content  that  may be fulfilled 
anytime and anywhere, via a series of digital devices.  New media is distinguished 
from  traditional  media  by  its  dynamic  pace  and  instructiveness  that  allows  for 
constant feedback and content updates.   

Social Media is a subset of new media that refers to a series of networks designed to 
facilitate the interaction between individuals and groups who share common causes, 
backgrounds, ethnicities, cultures or other interests.   Social media is interactive in 
nature and is aimed to enable personal and mass communication for social, political, 
professional, cultural  and other purposes. Examples of social media networks include 
Facebook, Myspace and Twitter, among others.
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5. The Role of the Media - Appendix 

The Role of the Media Committee expresses its appreciation of the existing media 
sources and initiatives that actively promote the Muslim-Jewish dialogue. This would 
include the following examples:

Dialogue Initiatives 

A) Culture and Art

Edoe Cohen and the organization Omanoot (www.omanoot.org) facilitate cooperation 
between Jews and Muslims through sharing art.

B) Sports 

A Jewish/Muslim Hockey team from Morocco skate together in Montreal, Canada as 
teammates and friends.

C) Medicine 

Dr. Noyek (Mount Sinai Hospital) organizes for Jewish and Muslim Medical school 
students to study together.

D) Social 

The  Tzedaka-Sadaqah  Project  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario 
(http://tzedakasadaqah.wordpress.com).  In  Ontario,  Canada,  Muslim  and  Jewish 
students volunteer and distribute food together to the homeless and underprivileged

E) Academic

Center  for  Muslim-Jewish  Engagement  at  the  University  of  Southern  California 
(http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/crcc/engagement).  A  partnership  between  the 
Hebrew  Union  College-Jewish  Institute  of  Religion,  Omar  Ibn  Al  Khattab 
Foundation, & USC Center for Religion and Civic Culture. A community resource for 
training in inter-religious outreach, an online resource centre for materials on Jewish-
Muslim relations, and an academic think-tank. The Center addresses all three of these 
areas  in  an  organized  and  comprehensive  manner  through  training,  outreach  and 
resource development. 
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Internet

Websites:
A) Global Voices 
(http://globalvoicesonline.org)

Global Voices is a community of more than 300 bloggers and translators around the 
world who work together to bring reports from blogs and citizen media everywhere. It 
emphasizes on voices that are not ordinarily heard in international mainstream media.

B) MEPEACE 
(http://www.mepeace.org)

A network for peace committed to: Exemplifying and realizing peace online and on 
the ground, empowering people and organizations with interaction, information and 
inspiration,  and  enabling  a  movement  for  peace  with  internet  and  networking 
technologies.

C) Cyberdissidents 
(http://cyberdissidents.org)

An organization dedicated to supporting human liberty by promoting the voices of 
online  dissidents.  Our  platform highlights  the  writings  and  activities  of  dissident 
bloggers in order to strengthen their voices and defend their freedom of expression.

D) Beliefnet 
(http://community.beliefnet.com/go/forum/view/44001/71599/Interfaith_Dialogu
e)

Forum allowing people of all faiths to discuss issues. There is a moderator to ensure 
that discussion remains positive and is about community building.

Social Media:
A) Facebook

MUJU (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=6619278667)

o Celebrating Muslim/Jewish Artistic Collaboration. Brings Muslims and 
Jews together through a shared passion for art

B) Blogs

We Are Jews and Muslims and We Love Each Other (http://ojma.blog.mongenie.com)

o Promotes  mutual  love  and  respect  between  Jews  and  Muslims  in 
France by encouraging fraternal dialogue
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C) Podcasts

Radio Station: “Meeting: Meeting with the Muslim World”

o “Jewish  FM” Radio  Station,  hosted  by Jean  Corcos,  and  broadcast 
every second Sunday at 9:30 am.

Radio Salaam Shalom (http://salaamshalom.org.uk)

o Seen  as  the  UK’s  first  Muslim-Jewish  broadcast  project.  It  invites 
people  from  both  communities  to  celebrate,  debate  and  share  the 
events and issues that shape their daily lives

Radio All for Peace (http://www.allforpeace.org)

o In Israel, this radio station promotes peace by diminishing alienation 
between Muslims and Jews

Other Existing Interfaith Initiatives

United Religions Initiative http://www.uri.org

Interfaith Peace Builders http://interfaithpeacebuilders.org

Interfaith Council for Peace 
in the Middle East http://www.middleeastinterfaith.org

Jerusalem Peacemakers http://www.jerusalempeacemakers.org

Jewish Muslim Directory http://www.jewishmuslimdirectory.org 

Jewish-Palestinian Living Room 
Dialogue Group http://traubman.igc.org/dg-prog.htm

Ishmael and Isaac http://www.ishmaelandisaac.org

Interfaith Encounter Association http://interfaithencounter.wordpress.com

The Pluralism Project 
at Harvard University http://pluralism.org/interfaith

The Pluralism Project Directory http://pluralism.org/directory/index

International Interfaith Website http://www.internationalinterfaith.org

Peace Learning Center http://www.peacelearningcenter.org

Center for Religious and 
Cross Cultural Studie http://www.crcs.ugm.ac.id/

Jordanian Interfaith Coexistence 
Research Center http://www.coexistencejordan.org

International Center for Islam 
and Pluralism http://www.icipglobal.org - 

Big Religion Chart http://www.religionfacts.com/big_religion_chart.htm

List of 99 Religious Centers' Profiles http://pluralism.org/profiles/index/tradition:8
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Other Existing Websites on Intercultural Exchange 

MePeace - Network for Peace http://mepeace.org

The Sulha Project http://sulha.org

Peace and Collaborative 
Develop.Network http://www.internationalpeaceandconflict.org

Peace on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/peace 

MyPeace.TV http://mypeace.tv

One World http://www.oneworld.am/diversity

Global Voices Online http://www.globalvoicesonline.org 

Let V http://letv.org

TV 1111 http://www.tv1111.eu

Nice Net http://nicenet.org

Mideast Youth http://mideastyouth.com

Palestinian Youth Network http://pal-youth.org

Israel Palestine Forum http://israelpalestineforum.com/forum

Voices for Peace                          http://voicesforpeace.com/talkshop/peace
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V. CONCLUSION

In recent times, most Jewish and Muslim youth have not had constructive contact 
with each other, so their opinions regarding one another are mainly based on 
stereotypes and prejudices dispersed both by their media and society. There is a 
considerable lack of motivation in recognizing and understanding the wishes, fears, 
problems, and hopes of their communities. 

We, the youth, refuse from this time on as multicultural human beings to just have the 
opportunity to learn from one side of the world and to only be able to personally grow 
by meeting and talking to one part of this earth . We demand our right to be in contact 
with a whole generation of young individuals just like ourselves, learning about their 
dreams, fears and aspirations of living a life based upon mutual respect, regardless of 
religion.

The Muslim Jewish Conference was brought to life because we refuse to keep talking 
about, instead of to each other. It was initiated to give young Muslims and Jews from 
all over the world a chance to go and see with their own eyes instead of listening to 
stereotypes and prejudices.

The Muslim Jewish Conference is determined to become a sustainable name for real 
change in the hearts and minds of Muslim and Jewish youth and therefore the world 
we know.

We will do nothing less than to insist on once living in the world we are now 
imagining.

The attendees of the Muslim Jewish Conference 2010
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